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University of South Florida St. Petersburg
Faculty Senate
Meeting Minutes
April 27, 2012
9:00 A.M.
PRW 123
I. Recognition of Members and Alternates: Chris Davis (President),
Susan Allen, Cynthia Leung, Mark Walters, Malcolm Butler (Members); Patricia
Pettijohn (Alternate for Kaya van Beynen)
Late with Apologies: Rick Smith
II. Recognition of Guests: Margaret Sullivan (Regional Chancellor),
Norine Noonan (Vice Chancellor), Brenda Burger (Director of the QEP), Matt
Morrin & Charlie Justice (Student Life)
III. Approval of Agenda: Unanimously approved
IV. Approval of minutes from previous meeting:
- Meeting of March 23, Approval tabled until next meeting




V. Administrative Reports:
Regional Chancellor – We are ending a very successful academic year at
USFSP. Highlights include:
The TRIO Program is blossoming; Student of the year is in TRIO;
The QEP has far surpassed its goals in terms of improving student grades
in the targeted Math classes;
$1 million Hough Family Endowed Chair, newly created, will be filled by
the new hire in the Florida Studies Program, leaving the Duckwall
Chair to still be filled;
The senior search in the College of Business is progressing;
We met our fundraising goals this year;
There is high student enrollment for summer courses, especially putting
pressure on the College of Arts and Sciences;
There has been high student retention in the dorms this year and the new
dorm will be opening as scheduled in Aug.
To sum up: Financially USFSP is doing okay to support current employees
despite continuing budget cuts;
Good community support;
Focus is on strengthening the academics in our institution and continuing
to increase our enrollment.
Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs – Pressing ahead with hires and new
program proposals:
MA in Psych going to the BOT in June:
Global Business is also progressing but has an additional step for
approval since it is a limited access BA and BS;
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BA in World Languages and Cultures is planned to go to the systems
council in the fall;
College Deans are talking to Departments and Programs encouraging
new program proposals within the next year;
We have outgrown the Mahaffey for Commencement; Other
arrangements to be discussed for the future.

Action Items:
A. Network Security and Website Filtering – IEP states that there never
was a resolution of this issue at USF Poly; Norine stated that it was her
understanding that the General Council advised that, since this is a
faculty issue, a motion from the Faculty Senate is needed . Mark
Walters will draft this motion for the Senate to discuss at the next
meeting.
B. T&P Process Initiation – Arrangements are being made for Wendy
Baker to alert those eligible for T&P or for Promotion with an email in
the spring; Norine will be reviewing the email this spring before it is
sent out.
C. Systems Faculty Council (SFC) rep. – Tampa has reduced its number
of representatives by 3 so they now have 7; Poly will have no seats;
USFSP continues to have 4 – Chris recommends that there be one
representative for each College and for the library;
Representation for next year:
College of Business – Chris Davis, who will be Chair of the SFC
Library – Patricia Pettijohn
College of Arts and Sciences – TBD by next meeting
College of Education – TBD by next meeting
D. Leadership Progression – Also termed by Chris as Succession/
Progression Planning
Susan and Mark reported on the informal faculty meeting held by CAS A three-part motion was made and full-time faculty were polled on
their position on leadership planning at USFSP.
Faculty senators discussed next steps to be taken by the Senate with
acknowledgement that we represent only one (i.e., the faculty) key
stakeholder of several to have input for this important matter and
that we will be making a recommendation to President Judy
Genshaft who has the decision-making power.
The next step will be for CoEdu, CoBA, and the Library to poll their fulltime faculty by the Senate Meeting next Friday. The Senate wants to
be able to inform the President in May regarding faculty stance on
renegotiating/extending Margaret’s contract or initiating a search,
which would allow Margaret to apply for consideration if she is

2

interested.
E. Research Council Representation – Ellis Blanton, from the USF
Research Council has invited USFSP to be represented on that
committee. Although they will continue to meet on the Tampa
campus with most of the representation being from USF Tampa, they
have made efforts recently to be more broad-minded to represent the
System. USFSP has not sent a representative to that committee for
several years.
It was proposed that a research staff person attend these meetings.
Norine will look into the possibility of Pat Scott attending.
Formal action on this item was tabled until a future meeting.
F. Administration Performance Feedback – Point of information, Chris
reported that no Survey of Senior Administrators will be possible this
year.
The last time this was done was several years ago. Chris talked to
parties that were involved at that time and found that no electronic
record of the Instrument or its results exists. Key people involved in
developing, negotiating, and implementing the survey are no longer
here. Ernie Gonzalez has just acquired the license for the software
used for the previous survey.
Chris, who continues on the Senate next year, volunteered to develop a
process and instrument for these evaluations so this could be
implemented in the next academic year.
G. QEP “line” issues – Emails circulated from Barnali Dixon, ESP&G
Dept., CAS regarding concerns about lack of ESP&G faculty
awareness of and involvement in the hiring process for two full-time
instructors for QEP Math courses.
Brenda Burger, Director of the QEP, and Norine Noonan, Vice
Chancellor of Academic Affairs, discussed that Brenda had been
granted written authority by the Chair of ESP&G to hire and
oversee QEP Math courses and that a full-time Math faculty
member had resigned from the QEP Advisory Committee.
No formal motion was made. This issue was evaluated by the Senate
as a structural concern for the CAS and its Dean and was referred
back to the CAS.
VII. Business Items for Discussion:
A. Charter, By-Law and website updates – Chris will be sending out the
Charter By-Law proposals for discussion at the next meeting.
Thanks goes to Rick for all the work he has been doing with Wendy
Baker and library staff to update the website and post past year’s
documents in the Digital Archives.
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B. Undergraduate Scholar’s Award – Since this award needs to be
discussed with Student Government and a new group of officers
has just been elected for the next academic year, the Awards
Committee has postponed further actions on this award until the
fall.
C. Student Life & Engagement Fees – Matt Morrin passed out information
on proposed fees for set up and/or use of non-classroom areas on
campus (e.g. Student Life Center rooms, Davis 130, Harbor Hall)
for all groups except students. These fees are not yet official; once
approved they will begin next fall.
Matt explained that the purpose of the fees is to recover $80,000 of the
amount spent on the recent campus construction.
Meeting Adjournment
- Meeting adjourned, 12:00 p.m.
- Next meeting scheduled for Friday, May 4 at 9am.
- Will invite the newly-elected Senators for the three colleges to the next
meeting.
Minutes respectively submitted by Susan Allen.
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